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Letter from the Editor 


Brothers and Sisters, 


This December edition features artwork from Michael D. Russell at High 
Desert State Prison, an interpretive hand drawing of Lady Liberty. When | 
first saw the image | fell in love with it, not only is the shading and detail 
exquisite but the message is extremely powerful. The image is a perfect 
symbolic representation of this nation’s historical relationship with liberty. 
White freedom, wealth and economic power is dependent on the 
oppression of people of color. From the beginning of time Whites built 
their wealth and power off of the enslavement of Blacks, and to this day 
that trend continues under the cloak of “prison labor”. In the slave era, 
Whites were able to morally cope with the enslavement of Black people by 
cognitively distancing themselves as ‘superior’. Now that this mora! cloak 
has been lifted by the grassroots organizing of our ancestors (not by the 
government or any American institution), anew moral cloak has been put 
in its place. Today people are able to cognitively distance themselves from 
the human rights violations of our criminal justice system because those 
caught within it are considered ‘criminal’. “From slave to criminal with one 
amendment,” this is the subtitle of Ava Duvernay’s documentary film 13°” 
which has been stimulating conversation about the criminal justice system 
nationwide. This past Friday | went to a public viewing of the documentary 
that was followed with an open discussion including students, activists and 
formally incarcerated folks like Willard Jimerson who was tried as an adult 
at the age of 13, sentenced to 23 years. The passionate, diverse crowed 
reminded me that there is an America seeking justice we are just under the 
thumb of those whose greed makes them desperate to keep these systems 
in place. Like our ancestors it will take our united power to advance 
forward, the people united will never be defeated. 






In solidarity, -, 
Amani Sawari (@SawariMi) Og, 
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the Constitution declared that 
"Neither slavery nor involuntary 
servitude, except as a punishment for 
crime whereof the party shall have 
been duly convicted, shall exist with- 
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We Are All Behind Bars 


December 11, 2016 « Amani Sawari 


“The only difference between the people in prison and on the outside, 
was that | had physical evidence that something went wrong in my 
life. | had bars, a bed, and a toilet that | had to look at every day to 
remind me that there was a problem," Willard Jimerson explained to a 
crowd of people in Seattle during an open discussion after watching 
the 13TH documentary. He emphasized how every person in Black 
America will find themselves behind at least one of two types of bars, 
literal bars on a cell of a government institution or figurative bars on 
one’s own mind placed upon us by Western White supremacist 
culture. 





Figure 1 Jimerson speaking at Langston 
Hughes Performing Arts Center 


Some people may find themselves locked in both 
circumstances, but for Blacks in America being 
‘locked up’ is a situation we are forced to combat 
with daily. Jimerson stressed the importance of 
recognizing when we are imprisoned in our minds 
(internalized oppression) before being faced with 
being locked behind bars. The hardest part of being Figure 2 People gathered for open discussion after Public 

in bondage in one’s own mind is operating within Viewing of 13TH 

the exploitation, unable to recognize it as a state of 

enslavement. This is why many Blacks continue to shop at stores like Wal-Mart, Victoria Secret & Whole 
Foods; eat at restaurants like McDonalds, Wendy’s & Starbucks; or keep their money in banks like Bank 
of America & Wells Fargo. All of these establishments profit from prison labor and are examples of how 
we blindly fund our own oppression, operating within a state of exploitation though internalized 
oppression. 

Jimerson was the youngest person in the state of Washington to be tried as an adult. At 13 years old he 
was sentenced to 23 years in prison. The fact that a society could allow for a child to be sent to prison 
(for a sentence almost double his age) could only be a result of the vicious attack that has been waged 
on Black communities across the country. Racism in our courts isn’t isolated to Chicago and New York, 
lives are being taken from people in courts of ‘liberal’ cities like Los Angeles and Seattle. The ideology of 
Black criminality is an idea that circulates in the media nationwide, although high profile cases may be 
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selected from certain cities we cannot forget that the problem is much bigger than what we are shown 
in mainstream media. 


The only way that a nation could prosecute a child so harshly is 
through cognitive dissonance. The cognitive dissonance that has 
occurred with White America in relation to Black America is a result of 
the dehumanization of Black people, most notably through the media. 
Jimerson blatantly said, “If | was a 13-year-old White kid that would 
not have happened to me." We all know this to be painfully true. 
The Prison Industrial Complex made $1.3 billion in profit on one year 
and more bodies, no matter how young, must continue to fill prisons 
in order to keep this system profitable. During discussion, members 
pointed out how the public school education system is used to catch 
young people of color. This is also known as the public school to prison 
pipeline which isolates young black youth for behavioral issues placing 
Pause aanea needed Paarl them into special education or into the care of resource officers. 
(1994) Behavioral problems that could easily be addressed by parents and 
teachers are handed to officers for the cases of our Black youth. Why is 
our nation hell bent on isolating and destroying our youth? 
Jimerson shared that America’s top priority is to keep Black people from feeling good about themselves. 
Living day in and day out within a white supremacist culture as a person of color is a traumatic 
experience. It’s imperative that we create safe spaces where we can uplift and support each other while 
navigating this world that has been created to suppress us. 
Jimerson also stressed to the audience the importance of having relationships with those who are 
incarcerated, having these discussions, actually talking to the ‘subject’ of these circumstances, those are 
the experts we should be looking to. He shared that while speaking with incarcerated Black youth that 
many of them aspire to be entertainers or athletes, which he describes as ‘limited fields’ due to their 
age expiration. For example, athletes are more valuable in their youth while for professional careers like 
doctors & lawyers, value grows with experience. The fact that our youth cannot picture themselves in 
professional fields is due to the fact that they aren’t shown those narratives, they are groomed to 
expire. Currently there is a $210 million juvenile detention facility being built in Seattle, how cana 
progressive society be preparing to incarcerate more children? Every Tuesday | visit the current Juvenile 
Detention Center in Seattle to teach write poetry with students, the amount of youth detained has been 
steadily decreasing. At first | believed that was a sign of success but now with the state planning to 
upgrade the facility, I’m realizing that the decrease of juveniles in detention is seen as a problem that 
needs to be remedied by a larger facility. 
We must know that over 500 years of instilling fear, oppression and inferiority within a group of people 
cannot be extracted in 40 years. It’s going to take persistent and constant work to revolutionize our 
thinking. The opposite of criminalization is humanization. Not only are we fighting against systematic 
forces, but we are also suffering from internalized oppression in which many of us actually believe and 
act out the stereotypes and destructive narratives that are forced upon us. We must circulate more 
narratives of Blackness in a positive light rather than consuming those negative images that are forced 
upon us constantly. We must protect ourselves and each other in order to free ourselves as a whole 
from behind these bars. 
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Eyes 
Brown, Deep 
Looking, Staring, Crying 


Protect those precious gates 


Lock 


-Amani Sawari 


13TH Film: Circumstantial Slavery Abolition and the 
Industrial Prison Complex, Director Ava Duvernay 


October 24, 2016 * Amani Sawari * sawarimi.org 


FROM SLAVE TO CRIMINAL WITH ONE AMENDMENT 





This documentary style film takes a look at the direct 
relationship between the circumstantial abolition of 
slavery and the modern era of mass incarceration. 
Ava DuVernay, directed, wrote and produced the 
documentary, threading together interviews from 
Michelle Alexander, Angela Davis, Jelani Cobb, Henry 
Louis Gates Jr., David Keene, James Kilgore, with 


other activist and scholars. These interviews were paired with historical video, texts, films, clips and 
images that sent audiences through an emotional roller coaster, beginning with these statistics: 


Americans = 5% of the world’s population 


America = 25% of the world’s incarcerated population (40% of the U.S. incarcerated are Black) 


Media Framing of the Black Male Image 

Actors of the Ku Klux Klan chase down a white actor in 
blackface in a still from ‘The Birth of a Nation,’ the first 
feature-length film, directed by D. W. Griffith, California, 1914 
Shortly after the emancipation of Blacks, in 1915 the film Birth 
of a Nation (dir. D, W. Griffith) was released depicting Black 
men as savage criminals. The Ku Klux Klan was a protagonist 
character in the movie, chasing and torturing Black men 
(antagonist/villain character) in response to a perceived 
constant threat of the potential rape of a White woman. Black 
men were shown as animal like savage beasts, unable to tame 
their desire to attack, particularly White women. This film not 





only has a 100% on Rotten Tomatoes today, but it was also extremely popular in the Box office at its 


time, exasperating the idea of Black men as innately criminal. 
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perpetuate this same negative ideology of innate Black criminality. In 13TH we 
‘ipa «also see how popular television shows today, like Cops, repentantly air arrests 
and prosecution of black and brown bodies. The constant consumption of 
these images in Western White supremacist culture, especially in areas where 
whites do not interact with many Blacks, perpetuates the idea of Blackness 
being innately criminal. However, this idea is not only cemented into the minds 
of the White American majority, it also negatively effects Black and Brown 
people who watch these shows and consume these images. 


C | Television programs and mainstream media even today continue to 
‘CAUGHT IN ra 





Technological Revolution 

The film also delves into the positive correlation between technological advancements and the 
advancements of people of color in the United States. The film goes over how Blacks access and use 
resources like print, film, television, photograph and video, they are able to document their experiences 
and share their stories with other audiences. It looks at how Slaves who (illegally) learned how to read 
were able to write memoirs to document and share their experiences. This ability to communicate 
beyond borders revolutionizes the ways the Black people have been able to organize, another example 
can be seen in how television programing during the Civil Rights Era allowed Southern Blacks to connect 
with Northern Blacks in order to strengthen their power and resistance against Segregation during the 
Jim Crow Era. Today we can see how the internet and social media have been able to connect minority 
groups worldwide. 


an - 24 46554 


Pe BE cas 


\ FROM PALESTINE’ 


TO STANDING ROCK 
WE ARF Lintrep 


“From Palestine to Standing Rock” banner (Photo: Haithem El-Zabri with creative help from PYM) 
An article published on Mondoweiss earlier, Palestinians join Standing Rock Sioux to protest Dakota 
Access Pipeline, documenting the unification in solidarity between Palestine and Native Americans 
fighting against the North Dakota Pipeline in Standing Rock. In both eras we can see how technology has 
shrunk our divisions and allowed us to strengthen by unifying under the common core belief that 
everyone should enjoy their human rights. The documentary mentions how the police brutality has 
always been happening, the difference now is the fact that we all have a camera in our pockets we can 
use to record incidents and upload them to YouTube. In this way now we are able to force a 
conversation about police brutality that otherwise would have been undocumented. 


b 
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Black Lives Matter 
13TH also touches on the current Black Lives Matter Movement, recognizing that it is today’s civil rights 


A photo from the documentary “13th.” (Netflix) 
movement, continuing the fighting for the 
legitimacy of Black life in America as Black men and 
women are arrested, prosecuted, and killed by 
, | — police at an alarmingly genocidal rate. The film 
i addresses the movements’ ability to unite all Black 
people through social media with the hashtag 
- #BlackLivesMatter. Black Lives Matter does this 

why funder the unifying identity of Blackness in order to 
™ protest against the nationwide attacks against our 
community. It points out how BLM, like the Black Panthers, has been able to use media to unify Black 
leaders and push a social-economic agenda. However, unlike Black Power organizations of the past BLM 
has been strengthened by their non-central model, with branches in urban centers across the nation and 
with social media #’s flooding Americas timelines and news feeds. 
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The film also shows a powerful image of file headers that represent the many ‘unresolved’ cases of black 
lives lost. The file headers covered the screen as the camera panned out to reveal more and more 
names, symbolizing the countless number of Blacks who’ve unjustly and unlawfully died at the hands of 
executive forces. This is not the case of ‘bad apples’ that the police have been claiming to be dealing 
with. This is in fact a war and Black America is waking up as new hashtags of loved ones flood social 
media nearly every day. Recently Police Chief Terrence Cunningham, president of the International 
Association of Police Chiefs, apologized for police historical mistreatment of communities of color. This 
acknowledgement, is one that Blacks have been denied for centuries, as policemen have consistently 
not been held accountable for their wrongful actions which have in many cases have led to unjust 
arrests, prosecutions and deaths of African Americans. This acknowledgment was not accompanied with 
any concrete solutions. 


Black Twitter has been trending #13TH since the film’s release on Netflix October 7 2016, a few weeks 
ago. The release of the 13TH has come in the middle of a great American awakening. Americans, of all 
colors, are realizing that slavery isn’t over and slave practices have been continuing legally in the United 
States for centuries under another name, the industrial prison complex. A system that allows 
corporations to profit from prison labor in the same economic structure that dehumanized slaves. The 
documentary finishes on a powerful note, addressing the idea that many Americans today would have 
never allowed slavery to continue and that many Americans would never stand idly by as people were 
being mistreated. However, we must recognize that this is exactly what we are doing, many Americans 
are standing by as millions of people are being grossly mistreated and abused by our criminal justice 
system. In the last interview scene we see that, “We are living in it now”. Right now we are living in an 
era where people are being abused, mistreated and killed for the simple assumption of criminality, an 
assumption that weighs much heavier on Black men than that of any other group. This is the same 
mentality that allowed people to idly stand by while people were abused during the slave era for the 
simple reasoning of their being Black. 





Nf 
SX iamWE Prison Advocacy Network 
oN 


Millions for Prisoners Human Rights March 


White Supremacy Isn’t a Fad, It’s a 
System 


November 27, 2016 ¢ Jessie Daniels ¢ http://www.racismreview.com/ 


With a newly, perhaps unlawfully, elected U.S. president gleefully endorsed by the KKK, we are going to 
have to get smarter about the way we talk about white supremacy. I’ve been studying white supremacy 
for more than twenty-five years. Let me share with a few of the basics that I’ve learned from my 
research. 


White Supremacy is not a “fad” 

To begin, white supremacy is not a “fad.” The mannequin challenge is a fad. To suggest that white 
supremacy is a fad — as Kevin Drum recently did at Mother Jones — is to misunderstand the basic 
meaning of both “white supremacy” and “fad.” And, no, Ta-Nehisi Coates did not “invent” the use of 
the term white supremacy. As even a cursory check of the Wikipedia entry would tell someone with an 
elementary-school level of intellectual curiosity, “white supremacy” has been used by academics as a 
term of critique for many decades by scholars writing in the tradition of critical race theory. Coates did, 
however, eloquently point out why we have so much trouble with this particular issue: 


The shame reflects an ugly and lethal trend in this country’s history—an ever-present impulse to ignore 
and minimize racism, an aversion to calling it by its name. For nearly a century and a half, this country 
deluded itself into thinking that its greatest calamity, the Civil War, had nothing to do with one of its 
greatest sins, enslavement. It deluded itself in this manner despite available evidence to the contrary. 
Lynchings, pogroms, and plunder proceeded from this fiction. Writers, journalists, and educators 
embroidered a national lie, and thus a safe space for the violent tempers of those who needed to be 
white was preserved. 


We have a particular gift for embroidering our national lie when it comes to race, but it’s not particularly 
new. 


White supremacy is not new to the U.S. 

Some have called there isa “the new white supremacy,” or that it’s experiencing an “awakening,” but 
white supremacy is not new to the U.S. Thomas Jefferson, one of the founders of the United States, 
owned and enslaved people. At least one of those, Sally Hemings, he also raped and forced to bear six 
his children. Jefferson, of course, was one of the authors of the Declaration of Independence, and the 
worlds “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal,” but this self-evident 
truth did not apply to the men and women that he owned. Jefferson pondered whether those currently 
enslaved should be set free in his Notes on the State of Virginia, in which he concluded that no, they 
shouldn’t be, when he wrote: 


| advance it therefore as a suspicion only, that the blacks, whether originally a distinct race, or made 
distinct by time and circumstances, are inferior to the whites in the endowments both of body and mind. 
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In this writing, Jefferson gave voice to what many liberal thinkers of the day believed about the 
inequality of the races: that white people were inherently superior to black people. That fact seemed 
obvious to Jefferson. Think this is all old news and no one is advocating for this kind of ideas? Think 
again. 


As | pointed out in Cyber Racism (2009), banner images in regular rotation on the white supremacist 
portal Stormfront, regularly feature quotes and image from Thomas Jefferson that herald white 
superiority and connect their political cause to the founding fathers of the U.S. Jefferson’s ideas of white 
supremacy got woven into the very fabric of the nation’s founding documents. For example, the U.S. 
Constitution includes something known as the “three-fifths compromise,” which was an agreement 
worked out between white northern and southern lawmakers about how to count the enslaved 
population. The northerners regarded slaves as property who should receive no representation. 
Southerners demanded that Blacks be counted as people, because it would strengthen their power in 
the newly created Congress. The compromise allowed a state to count three fifths of each black person 
in determining political representation in the House. The Three-fifths Compromise would not be 
challenged again until the Dred Scott decision (1857), which held that “held that a negro, whose 
ancestors were imported into [the U.S.], and sold as slaves, whether enslaved or free, could not be an 
American citizen and therefore had no standing to sue in federal court.” So, yeah, white supremacy. It’s 
not new. It’s been part of the U.S. since the beginning. 


White supremacy is a system. 
White supremacy is a system that ensures some people, who are white, always end up with the lion’s 
share of resources. Here’s a more academic definition: 


White supremacy is...a political, economic and cultural system in which whites overwhelmingly control 
power and material resources, conscious and unconscious ideas of white superiority and entitlement are 
widespread, and relations of white dominance and non-white subordination are daily reenacted across a 
broad array of institutions and social settings.” (Frances Lee Ansley, “White supremacy (and what we 
should do about it”. In Richard Delgado; Jean Stefancic. Critical white studies: Looking behind the mirror. 
Temple University Press, 1997, p. 592. 


From here, you could investigate any number of areas — wealth, income, educational achievement, 
occupations, housing, health, incarceration, crime — and find evidence that white people 
“overwhelmingly control power and material resources.” Here’s just one example in the area of wealth: 


America’s racial wealth divide 


$141,900 


D113. /U0 $117,000 
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There are lots of other examples, too. On white supremacy in housing, read Ta-Nehisi Coates, “The Case 
for Reparations,” about the very real, material impact of residential segregation and plunder in the form 
of subprime mortgages. On the way white supremacy gets perpetuated in education, listen to the 
excellent reporting by Nikole Hannah Jones in “The Problem We All Live With.” For an account of the 
white supremacy in the criminal justice system is Michelle Alexander’s book, The New Jim Crow. 


These material aspects of white supremacy are justified by systems of thought. For understanding how 
science is implicated in white supremacy, read Dorothy Roberts’ Fatal Invention. And, for a broad 
understanding of how white supremacy frames our thinking, read Joe Feagin’s White Racial Frame. 


But, calling the current system “white supremacy” makes me, as a white person, uncomfortable. 

If you’re white, and talk of white supremacy makes you feel uncomfortable, you might want to do some 
self-reflection. Why is it that it makes you uneasy? If you’re feeling especially defensive when talk turns 
to white supremacy, then you may be experiencing “white fragility.” Robin D’Angelo coined this term to 
describe: “an emotional state in which even a minimum amount of racial stress becomes intolerable, 
triggering a range of defensive moves.” If you don’t think this applies to you, then you may want to 
investigate “white identity politics.” There seems to be a lot of that going around. Typically, when 
people speak about identity politics — and especially the need to “move beyond identity politics” — they 
mean the racial identity of those who are Black or Latino. Implied in this use of the term “identity 
politics” is that white people are exist in a space that is safely removed from the politics of racial 
identity. 


But, as Laila Lalami wrote recently in The New York Times: This year’s election has disturbed that silence. 
The president-elect earned the votes of a majority of white people while running a campaign that 
explicitly and consistently appealed to white identity and anxiety. So, does this mean that all people who 
share a white racial identity are white supremacists? Not necessarily. Linda Martin Alcoff, in The Future 
of Whiteness, writes: 


White identity poses almost unique problems for an account of social identity. Given its simultaneous 
invisibility and universality, whiteness has until recently enjoyed the unchallenged hegemony that any 
invisible contender ina ring full of visible bodies would experience. But is bringing whiteness into visibility 
the solution to this problem? Hasn’t the racist right done just that, whether it is the White Aryan Councils 
or theorists like Samuel Huntington who credit Anglo-Protestantism with the creation of universal values 
like freedom and democracy? In this [book], | show evidence of the increasing visibility of whiteness to 
whites themselves, and explore a variety of responses by white people as they struggle to understand the 
full political and historical meaning of white identity today. 


Alcoff holds out hope for that there will be more white people, like the ones she documents in her book, 
who have joined in common cause with people of color to fight slavery, racism, and imperialism, from 
the New York Conspiracy of 1741 to the John Brown uprising to white supporters of civil rights and white 
protesters against the racism of the Vietnam War. Even so, those whites who have joined the resistance 
are still beneficiaries of a system of white supremacy. That’s the thing about systems. They keep on 
churning even when we wish they would stop. 


What about the people in groups withthe (funny outfits, tattoos, special symbols)? Aren’t 
they the real white supremacists? There are people who form hate groups, or meet online to discuss the 
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ideology of white supremacy. Sometimes, they wear outfits to signal group membership, like Klan robes 
or Nazi uniforms or Confederate flag symbols. Sometimes, they get tattoos that reflect their beliefs. 
According to research conducted by the Southern Poverty Law Center, there are 892 hate groups in the 
United States. The most common way to talk about white supremacy in the U.S. is to talk about those 
who identify, through clothing or tattoos, as members of these hate groups. In the late 1980s and early 
1990s, | did extensive research on five of these groups (KKK, David Duke’s NAAWP, the Church of the 
Creator, Christian Identity, and Tom Metzger’s White Aryan Resistance). | analyzed hundreds of their 
newsletters and movement documents. 


What | wrote in White Lies (1997) was that the white supremacist discourse produced by these 
extremist groups shared much in common with the kind of language that mainstream politicians used, 
that | saw in commercials created by Madison Avenue executives, in popular culture, and some of what 
was created by white academics. | made this argument by comparing the text of extremist white 
supremacist documents with elements of mainstream culture, including images, like the ones below. 


HITE MEN 


Buill lus nation // 


fie MEN 


WHO BUILT 


“WH ITE MEN ) | 
Ave this nation /// 3 a "“AWo 





On the left, an image from the newsletter “White Aryan Resistance,” on the right, a recent image from 
The History Channel. Both carry with them a message of white supremacy — that white men built the 
nation, and therefore, are exclusively and especially entitled to it in some particular way. In that book, | 
argued that the extremist images are simply cruder versions of the same ideas that are slightly more 
polished in their mainstream political and popular culture versions. 


Part of what has happened with the Trump campaign to “Make America Great Again,” has been a 
blending of the crudest possible white supremacist language (e.g., his claim that “Mexicans are rapists” ) 
with a more mainstream appeals to white identity. Certainly, people who swear allegiance to a Nazi flag 
or get white power tattoos should be a cause for concern, but so should politicians who threaten to 
deport millions of people who are not white Christians. Make no mistake, both are engaging in white 
supremacy. But, they’re so dapper (or handsome or went to Harvard), they can’t possibly be white 
supremacists! The rise of Trump and the far-right he has courted along his rise to power has created a 
new level of mainstream media interest in writing about white supremacy. Journalists, and their editors, 
want things that are “new.” That’s part of what makes something “news,” after all, is it’s newness. So 
far, it’s not going very well. 


There is a trend of think pieces on white supremacists that has declared one “dapper,” and another 
(retrospectively) “handsome,” comparing him to movie idol Robert Redford. This maddening trend has 
the effect, intentional or not, of normalizing white supremacy. It also reveals more about the white 
liberal reporters writing this story than it does about their subjects. In my most generous interpretation 
of this trend, editors and journalists are trying to offer some “new” angle on the story of white 
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supremacists. If this is the case, then what that means is that they are playing off the idea that white 
supremacy is relegated to those who are unattractive, uneducated, toothless, and living in a trailer park. 
Thus, the “fresh, new” angle they can offer is the opposite of that image. The problem is that it doesn’t 
serve the reader or the public sphere because, in so doing, it validates their views as legitimate. 


In a less generous read, these are predominantly white editors and journalists who are hobbled by the 
blindness of their own white identity. What the philosopher Charles Mills refers to as “the epistemology 
of ignorance,” fostered by the system of white supremacy. As white people, immersed in a system of 
white supremacy, we are like the fish who cannot see or understand water because it is everywhere. | 
doubt seriously that a journalist and editor who were both people of color would have published pieces 
ona “dapper” white supremacist or the “fad” of white supremacy. 


Why does understanding white supremacy matter now? 

| hope this is obvious, but in case it’s not, let me offer one other important reason that understanding 
white supremacy now is more important than ever. In a recent study, researchers at Stanford Graduate 
School of Education found that 82% of 203 students surveyed believed sponsored content was a real 
news story. This is consistent with what | found in Cyber Racism (2009), when | asked young people 
(ages 15-19) if they could tell the difference between a “cloaked” white supremacist site, and an actual 
civil rights site. Most could not. So, one young person in my study, reading a white supremacist site that 
declared “slavery was good for some people,” responded: “well, maybe so, there’s two sides to 
everything.” 


| hope you find this as chilling. We don’t want to go back to debating whether slavery was a moral evil or 
not, do we? If we don’t, then we have to get smarter about the way white supremacy operates, and how 
we fight against it. Saying that white supremacy is a “fad” neither helps our understanding, nor the fight 
against it, but reveals the epistemology of ignorance that keeps white people from understanding the 
system we, ourselves, have built. 


Millions for Prisoners March 


Updates 


Here is a current illustration of local representation for the millions for prisoners’ march stretching 
across all ends of the country from Washington State down to California and over to Florida. Below 
is a list of all of the represented regions. 


Lancaster, CA 
Los Angeles, CA 
Riverside, CA 
San Diego, CA 
Santa Barbra, CA 
Palmdale, CA 
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Tampa Bay, FL Northampton, PA 
Savannah, GA Mid-Point South Carolina 
Baton Rouge, LA Houston, TX 

New Orleans, LA Fredericksburg, VA 
Omaha, NE Richmond, VA 

Central New Jersey Seattle, WA 

Raleigh, NC Spokane, WA 

Lancaster, PA Washington D.C. 


Mission Statement 
WE SEEK TO UNITE ACTIVISTS, ADVOCATES, PRISONERS, EX-PRISONERS, THEIR FAMILY AND 
FRIENDS, AS WELL AS ALL OTHERS COMMITTED TO THE FIGHT TO DRASTICALLY REDUCE OR 
ELIMINATE PRISONS AND THE PRISON SYSTEM, AND REPLACE THEM WITH MORE HUMANE AND 
EFFECTIVE SYSTEMS. OUR AIM IS TO EXPOSE THE PRISON INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX FOR THE HUMAN 
RIGHTS VIOLATION THAT IT TRULY IS. WE 
WANT TO CHALLENGE THE IDEA THAT 
CAGING AND CONTROLLING PEOPLE KEEPS 
COMMUNITIES SAFE. WE BELIEVE THAT FOR | 
TOO LONG OUR NATION HAS RELIED UPON | | " 
INCARCERATION AS A WAY TO SOLVE BE ——_Mavecacy nerwonk 
BROADER SOCIAL PROBLEMS, TO ITS i 
DETRIMENT. IN AUGUST OF 2017, WE WILL 
MARCH ON WASHINGTON TO BRING 
WORLD ATTENTION TO THE CONTINUED 
SLAVERY AND INVOLUNTARY SERVTITUDE IN 
AMERICA, ENABLED BY THE 13TH 
AMENDMENT AND TO HIGHLIGHT THE EVER 
INCREASING MOVEMENT AGAINST THE 
PRISON INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX. 


August 2017 





Getting Involved Inside and Outside 


Local Organizing Committee (LOC) 

The Local organizing committees shall be comprised of various individuals and organizations 
situated in local communities throughout the country. The LOCs will provide direct interaction with 
members of its local community as it relates to the promotion, organization and mobilization for 
the Millions for Prisoners Human Rights March. The LOC will engage members of the local 
community, and provide education on the impacts of the 13th amendment of the U.S constitutions 
and other laws that contribute to mass incarceration in their communities. 


Requirements: 
1. Minimum of 3 participants to form a LOC- 1 member being the Local Representative 
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2. All participants must be in agreement to raise awareness and push the Millions for Prisoner 
Human Rights March agenda. Participants are responsible for connecting with organizations 
and recruiting new members 


Prison Organization Committee (POC) 

POCs are operated for the sole purpose to keep the prison population informed on accurate 
information related to the March. This will be done by direct contacts established by the National 
POC manager. Any prisoner can form a POC. The process is simple. You must write for an 
application from the National POC Project Manager. After filing the application, if approved, you 
will receive a certification letter. 


Requirements: 
1. It takes 3 prisoners to form a POC- 1 member being the POC manager 
2. All prisoners must be in agreement to raise awareness and push the Millions for Prisoner 
Human Rights March agenda. Participants are also responsible for recruiting new members. 


Below is a flyer, display it to show your support & spread awareness among members of your 
community 


_ “a ad pa ys a 
- 
Tl. ee cua. 
> 


StS) = pe crit 
, ie o “ ee — . . 
¥. Meat) Ma % 7," 58. 2 


7 . 








wy 

WW) 

(aX iamWE Prison Advocacy Network 
an. 


Millions for Prisoners Human Rights March 





_ 


3 
- : 


e. shack! — 


7 A, 
Ve 





Ab 


The People’s Platform. This episode is all about the 
PEOPLE! Please join us for another exciting and 
informative broadcast. Call in to share your experiences. 
This platform is for activist, advocates, families of 
prisoners, and all concerned citizens. Let your voice be 
heard! 


Saturday 10/8/16 7:30pm EST 
(646) 668-8377 
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It Aint About Dying, by Kevin Cooper 
April 2016 


FreeKevinCooper.org 
For those of you who truly don’t understand, or just don’t get it, including some death row 


inmates who actually believe the words of the people and system who are trying to—and in fact, 
are going to murder them if the time comes—this system of capital punishment ain’t about 
dying! 


It’s about one group of people who use and misuse their political ideology, religion, courts, laws, 
class, white supremacy, institutionalized racism, victims’ grief, and everything else that they 
have, to eliminate any person that they deem execrable. 


They, in their righteousness, allow for the torture of the people who they have condemned to die, 
and do so in many different ways! They do torture death row inmates psychologically, mentally, 
emotionally, and if possible, physically, whenever they get inmates strapped to a chair or gurney! 
So this ain't about dying! 


This is about an inhumane system run by inhumane people who use the courts, and a process 
within the criminal justice system, which allows for the degeneration and dehumanization of 
certain human beings who are said to be flawed in the eyes, hearts and minds of the handpicked 
members of a jury that is supposed to be a representation of society as a whole—even from a 
society that refuses to see itself as flawed! 


This ain’t about dying; it’s about a planned, cold-blooded murder by the powerful on the 


powerless! This ain’t about dying, and it damn sure ain’t about God’s will, no matter what certain 
religious political people believe and say! 
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This is a violent, barbaric, inhumane man-made evil that does not do any society any good! No 
crime against humanity ever has, or ever will! So this just ain’t about dying, because historically 
it has been proven that one rich class of people and their supporters have always oppressed the 
poor class of people and have done so by every way that they could, including legal murder! 
This ain’t about dying. It’s far more complicated than that--but not too complicated to put an end 
to! 


www.freekevincooper.org 
www.facebook/freekevincooper 


Submission Info: In addition to publishing content raising awareness about the march and 
providing updates on demonstration progress, the No Shackles Newsletter also accepts work from 
prisoners in the form of articles, art and poetry. This March is about you and some of our most 
meaningful contributions come from the inside. We also accept submissions from friends and family 
members of prisoners. For readers interested in submitting their work: typed and printed can be 
sent to the return address or emailed to <millionsforprisonersmarch@gmail.com>; carbon copy: 
<amanisawari@gmail.com> Submissions should be marked Attn: No Shackles Newsletter 

Facebook: Millions for Prisoners March on Washington 
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Basic Principles for the Treatment of Prisomers 


1 All pevseners shall be treated wath the respect duc to theer miberent 
dignity and value as 
human beings 


2. There shall be mo discrimenation om the grounds of race, color, sex, 
language, religeon, 

polivcal or other opimon, national of soceal origin, property, birth or 
other status 


3. It ts, however, desirable to respect the relegious beliefs and cultural 
precepts of the group to 
whech prisoners belong. whenever local comditeans so require 


4. The responsibelity of persons for the custody of prisoners and for the 
protechon of society agamnst 

crime shall be dischareed in im keepang with a State's other social obyec- 
tives and its 

fundamental respoersibelitees foe promoting the well-being and develop: 
ment of all members of 

sueety 


$ Except for those leutatsons that are demonstrably mecessitated by the 
fact of incarceration, 
all prisoners shall retain the human rights and fundamental freedoms set 
oat in the Universal 


Declaration of Human Rights, asd, where the State concerned 1s a party, 


the Insernateomal 
Covenant on Econoenic, Socel and Cultural Reghts, and the Internation- 
al Covenant on Civil and 


Political Reghts and the Optional Protocol thereto, as well as such other 
rights as are set owt in 
other United Nabons covenants 


6. All prisomers shall have the mght to take part m cultural activities and 
educamon aimed at 


the full development of the hurnan personality 


7. Efforts addressed to the abolitean of solmary confinement as a punish- 
ment, or to the 
restriction of sts wee, should be undertaken and encouraged 


8. Conditions shall be created enabling pewoners to undertake meanimne- 
ful rem 

employment whech well facelitate thear reintegration into the country’s 
labor market and 

perenit them to comtnbute to their own financsal support and to that of 
thew famibes 


9. Prisoners shall have access to the health services avarladle in the 


country without 
descrumination on the grounds of their legal sstuation 


10. Weth the participatsan and help of the community and social instite- 
bons, and with duc 

regard to the interests of vectims, favorable conditions shall be created 
for the rewiegratson 

of the ex-prisoner into society under the best possible comditoens 


Lt. The above Prencuples shall be applied impartaally 
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P.O. Box 58201 
Raleigh NC 27658 





iamWE Prison Advocacy Network 


L/ 


